
Life in God’s Family 
Why membership? Romans 12 1 – 21 

The family together… 

1. Transformed not conformed 12: 1-2 

 Be transformed by the renewing of your minds 

i. The church, the family together is to be different from 

all other – not conformers, transformers 

ii. Kingdom shaped – bodies as living sacrifices 

iii. Worship – so much more than music 

2. Connected through serving 12: 3 - 8 

 With reality – sober judgement! 

 In Christ we who are many form one body 

 Each member belongs to all the others 

 Diversity is a blessing – gifts, personality, background 

3. Connected through love 12: 9 - 16 

 Not artificial but sincere 

 Humble and aware 

 No barriers of race or wealth – live in harmony 

4. Connected overcoming evil with Good 12: 17 – 21 

 Do what is right in the eyes of everybody 

 Do not take revenge 

 Overcome evil with good 

Membership:  

We have a handbook! 

‘We believe Jesus wants Christians to join together in groups of local 

believers so that they can grow in faith and understanding and pass 

on messages of salvation and discipleship to the next generation. 

This joining together results in the formation of local churches such 

as PBC.’ 



Digging Deeper 

This week we will be exploring two sections of the PBC handbook!  

Hard copies of this are available and it is also on the church website 

members section. Please read through sections one and two before 

you meet together in groups. 

1. In Section 1.1 there are three bullet points starting with ‘Taking an 

active…’ How are these worked out in everyday church life and 

which do you find most challenging? 

2. Prayer comes first in supporting the fellowship and its activities. 

How do we encourage one another in this? 

3. Maintaining our commitment and engagement in church is hard 

to sustain – changes occur, people come and go. What does 

section 1.5 encourage us to do when we get wearied by church? 

What responsibility does the individual membership have if they 

see someone struggling? 

4. How do you feel about words like, Authority, testing, discipline 

that come in section 1.3 

5. How do you respond to the introduction to section 2? In this the 

elders have sought to provide guidance as to what a Holy life looks 

like.  

6. Why do we bother to live Holy Lives? How do we help one 

another to pursue ‘perfection’ but at the same time not fall into 

despair? 

7. On p.23, 24 there is a long list of life areas which apply to us all. Is 

there an aspect of life listed here that you feel God is prompting 

you towards repentance and growth. This could be an area to 

share and ask a fellow church member to pray and support you 

through. 

8. The additional notes on page 27 will present us with challenges. 

How do we help one another in this? Is it the responsibility of the 

leadership or the membership? 


